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ought to rejoice. It weeps over the brief duration
of life and bewails the possible disappearance of the
sun. Logically it ought to rejoice that our exist-
ence is not too long, and that the extinction of the
sun is threatened.

But let us beware of accepting too literally the
fears of these victims of spleen. Life is always
long for all those who know how to utilise their
existence. Moreover, we can live to be two
hundred years old.1 Speaking physiologically,
the human body possesses peerless solidity. Not
one of the machines invented by man could resist
for a single year the incessant taxes which we im-
pose upon ours. Yet it continues to perform its
functions notwithstanding.

As for the sun, it is far from extinction. Accord-
ing to the calculations of Helmholtz, its diameter
will diminish only one fortieth in 500,000 years!
Millions of years between us and the disappearance
of the heat which is indispensable to our life and to
our plans! By that time, mankind will know how
to accommodate itself to a new existence. Per-
haps it will find in geothermy a means of trans-
forming the earth into a hothouse that will suit
our tastes and our appetites.

1 See Ph^losophy of Longevity (Library of Contemporary
Philosophy, F. Alcan).